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ments could he avert another such diplomatic defeat, or, if
need be, risk a decision by war. His efforts to accomplish
these aims can be traced in detail in recently published
documents,76 as has been briefly indicated in the preceding
chapter.
The prevailing feeling among Russian diplomats, after
the Annexation Crisis, was characteristically expressed by
the Russian Ambassador in Paris:
Foreseeing the further development of the European
situation, many newspapers come to the conclusion that pre-
cisely as Germany and Austria have now achieved a bril-
liant victory, so must the two Western Powers, together
with Russia, now pay their attention to the systematic
development of their forces in order to be able, once they
are in a position not to fear a challenge, of the Triple Al-
liance—and in this case Italy would separate herself from
the Triple Alliance—to set up on their part demands which
would restore the political balance which has now been dis-
placed in favor of Germany and Austria. ... All these
circumstances show how necessary it is for us to bind our-
selves still more closely to France and England in order
to oppose in common the further penetration of Germany
and Austria in the Balkans.
Such an opposition need not, under all circumstances,
lead to an armed conflict with the Triple Alliance. Just as
Austria, supported by Germany, concentrated her fighting
forces and threatened Serbia without listening to the just
demands of Europe, so might we, too, in agreement with
France and England, after our military strength will have
been re-established, force Austria-Hungary in a favorable
moment to give up her Balkan plans and to restore to the
now subjugated Serbians their freedom of action. The ex*
perience of the last crisis has proved that if military meas-
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